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Personal and Confi dential
Offi cial Nomination Form
Illinois Bankers Association
Illinois Bank Community Service Award

Please type or print clearly:

Contact name: _______________________________________

Bank name: _________________________________________

Bank address: _______________________________________

Bank telephone number: _______________________________

Nominated by: _______________________________________

Date submitted: ______________________________________

Please complete the Offi cial Nomination Form and submit to 
Debbie Jemison, Illinois Bankers Association, 524 S. 2nd Street, 
Ste. 600, Springfi eld, IL 62701, fax to 217-789-5410 or submit 
online at www.ilbanker.com. Questions may be directed to
Debbie Jemison at 800-783-2265. Nominations must be
postmarked by May 2, 2008.

(Please attach a separate sheet with your answers.)

1.  What are some of the community service projects the   
 bank has undertaken?

2.  What are some of the results of these projects?

3.  In what other ways has the nominated bank and its   
 employees made a difference in its community?

Personal and Confi dential
Offi cial Nomination Form
Illinois Bankers Association
Illinois Banker of the Year Award
Please type or print clearly:

Nominee name: ______________________________________

Bank name: _________________________________________

Bank address: _______________________________________

Bank telephone number: _______________________________

Nominated by: _______________________________________

Telephone number: ___________________________________

Date submitted: ______________________________________

How long has the nominee been involved in the banking industry (minimum of 
seven years)? ___________________________________________________
Does this nominee know that he or she has been nominated for the Illinois 
Banker of the Year Award? _________________________________________
Is a photograph of this nominee included or being e-mailed? ______________

Please complete the Of cial Nomination Form and submit to Debbie Jemison, 
Illinois Bankers Association, 524 S. 2nd Street, Ste. 600, Spring eld, IL 62701, 
fax to 217-789-5410 or submit online at www.ilbanker.com. Please include a 
photograph with all nominations. Questions may be directed to Debbie Jemi-
son at 800-783-2265. Nominations must be postmarked by May 2, 2008.

(Please attach a separate sheet with your answers.)
1.  In what ways has the nominee shown leadership within his or her   
 community either through personal or bank-related activities? (Please be  
 speci c and include the approximate years involved.)

2.  In what ways has the nominee:
 A: Been involved in the Illinois Bankers Association? (Include committee/ 
   board involvement, attendance at events such as the Annual   
   Conference and Legislative Forum, and proven commitment to the IBA.)

 B: Gone beyond the call of duty in efforts to help shape the banking   
   industry? (Include prior banking industry awards, involvement in the  
   IBA’s Government Relations program, involvement with national   
   organizations such as the Federal Home Loan Bank, the Federal   
   Reserve or ABA, contributions to ILLINOIS BANKPAC, Contact Banker  
   involvement and other work on behalf of the banking industry.)
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     First National Bank of Steeleville is honored to be nominated for the 2008 Illinois Bank Com-

munity Service Award.  We are proud to be among the many banks that have been nominated 

both this year and in the past.  

     The tradition of community banking is alive and well in Steeleville, Illinois.  Our branch 

locations in Sparta and Percy have served to increase our footprint in Randolph County as we 

serve our communities in the manner which was established by our founders in 1902.

ONE HUNDRED SIX YEARS OF SERVICE

     First National Bank (FNB) of Steeleville is an important part of the history of Randolph 

County. From its beginning in 1902, FNB of Steeleville has grown steadily.  There have been 

numerous additions to the Main Bank building to accommodate the bank’s growth.  

      On November 23, 1987, we expanded our market area by opening a Branch, in Percy, 

Illinois.  The bank expanded again on October 28, 1999, when the Sparta Banking Center 

opened in Sparta, Illinois.  Without merger or acquisition, we have grown our assets to $162 

million, and FNB of Steeleville is now the largest, locally owned, independent bank in Ran-

dolph County. 

          FNB of Steeleville has 45 employees to serve customers in three locations.  We’re 

known as the bank to count on for modern banking technology with a personal touch.   

          Our financial strength has been a cornerstone in meeting the needs of the communi-

ties we serve because serve is what we do best.   Service to our community is a consider-

ation in every decision made by our Board of Directors.  Our customers’ needs are reflected 

in the products we make available and the interest we take in each and every business 

opportunity.  Yes, we’re in business to make money, but more than that, we’re in business to 

serve our communities through leadership, financial support and community service.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
OF STEELEVILLE

A Cornerstone In Our Communities
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COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS AND RESULTS

     The level of commitment FNB of Steeleville has for the communities we serve 

is unsurpassed by any other financial institution in our area.  It is not an overstate-

ment to say that whenever there is a need, FNB of Steeleville is the first place 

people in the Steeleville area turn for support.  

     In today’s world, there are times when our community needs a personal mes-

sage of encouragement from a bank they know and trust. There is no greater com-

munity service in banking than to openly communicate the truth about financial in-

stitutions by using a proactive, 

honest approach.  

     During this time of per-

ceived “financial crisis” in 

America, FNB of Steeleville 

has been serving our commu-

nities in an important way—

keeping in touch to assure 

our customers that community 

banks are not in trouble.

     Recently, the County Jour-

nal newspaper, a news leader 

in our area, needed a few de-

tails that would ease the minds 

of their readers and clear up the 

story concerning the banking cri-

sis.  The editor turned to our bank President, Robert Koopman, who contributed to an article 

that was clear, reader-friendly, and to-the-point concerning the condition of community banks.

 (Exhibit 01)  

Exhibit 01.  Robert Koopman details community banks in the 
national sub prime banking “mess.” CJ; April 3, 2008.
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Steeleville Improvement Association, Inc.

FNB board member, Dave Mevert, is Chair-

man of the Steeleville Improvement Asso-

ciation, Inc. (SIA)  The SIA is a not-for-profit 

economic development committee created by 

the Village of Steeleville to promote economic 

growth, jobs, business retention and new 

business acquisition.  

     Through the years, FNB of Steeleville has 

contributed more than $20,000 to support 

various SIA efforts:  improving the business fronts downtown, installing new sidewalks, hand-

rails, awnings, lamp posts and more.  Other bank supported improvements include the filling 

of empty buildings with new businesses, assisting existing businesses with improvements 

and expansions and promoting community housing developments and community facilities.

Steeleville Senior Nutrition Site

Our own Ken Kruse, SVP of Operations, serves on the Senior Nutrition Site Board.  The Steel-

eville Senior Nutrition Site is a place where our aging community can gather for games, 

activities and enjoy a hot lunch.  Prior to 2006, the site was run by a not-for-profit agency, but 

is now run by the Village of Steeleville.  Since then, FNB of Steeleville has graciously donated 

$5,000 a year to keep the Senior Nutrition Site funded.  The 2008 check will be delivered on 

May 2, 2008, which will bring our three year total contribution to $15,000.  RESULTS:  This 

funding has quite liter-

ally saved the Senior 

Nutrition Site from 

closing. (Exhibit 02)

     FNB of Steeleville 

celebrates Older 

Downtown Steeleville 
sidewalks, quaint lamp 
posts and handrails.

Exhibit 02.  Steeleville Ledger April 11, 2007
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Americans Month each year by hosting a free meal 

at the Steeleville Senior Nutrition Site, which includes 

a prize drawing for $25 gift certificates to area restau-

rants. 

(Exhibit 03)

Supporting Fun In Our Communities

For many years, FNB of Steeleville has been at the forefront of most community 

activities in the Steeleville area.  This support broadened with the opening of the 

Percy Branch and Sparta Banking Center (SBC). 

     Each year the bank is represented at the Steeleville 4th of July, Sparta 

Homefest, and the Steeleville 

Oktoberfest Parades.  Employees 

toss out thousands of fun and use-

ful items to the crowd.  

     FNB of Steeleville started a 

Soda Token Program in 1993 that 

provides a wooden token, which is 

good for a free soda at the 4th of 

July festival. 

  	 In 2008, we sponsored the 

Bouncy House at the Oktoberfest, 

which was a lot of fun for the kids!

        The Randolph County Pig 

Party began in 2007. FNB of Steele-

ville contributed $1,000 as a charter 

event sponsor.  We also sponsored 

the karaoke stage.  The big attrac-

  Bank volunteers with Fred Bird 
prior to 4th of July Parade.

Oktoberfest Parade ‘08. FNB  Disco Ducks

Sparta Banking Center hosted Minors Baseball 
Mascots at Homefest Parade 

Exhibit 03. Steeleville Ledger, June 6, 2007
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tion of the Pig Party is a BBQ contest with a $10,000 grand prize.  Bruce Uchtman, 

FNB VP Lending, will be a certified judge in the 2008 contest. FNB of Steeleville will 

once again support the community by sponsoring the Pig Party in 2008.

 RESULTS:  Our communities enjoy these annual events and it helps draw visitors 

and attention to our communities.  Parade participation is also great for team-building 

among bank employees. 

Creating Fun and Excitement in our 

Communities    

In 2007, we began celebrating our cus-

tomers and community by having Cus-

tomer Appreciation BBQs in Steel-

eville and Sparta. (Exhibit 04)   We served 

hot dogs, baked beans, chips, cookies 

and soda.  Our bank officers worked at 

the grill - rain or shine! (Exhibit 05)  These 

events were open to the entire com-

munity and were such a hit that they are 

now planned as an annual event.

     We surprised our Percy Branch custom-

ers and community with our first-ever Curb 

Service Day on August 17, 2007.  The en-

tire Percy Branch staff dressed in 50’s style 

costumes, cranked up the Doo Wop music 

and served chips, soda, and cookies “curb 

service” style to our drive-up window custom-

ers.  The public was welcome to stroll on over 

for a treat, too.  We had a special drawing 

for car care products.  Keeping that event a 
Exhibit 05. Sparta News-Plaindealer, July 4, 2007

Exhibit 04. Steeleville Ledger, June 20, 2007
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secret was half the fun.  Now, 

everybody wants to know when 

to expect Curb Service in 2008. 

We’ll never tell! (Exhibit 06)

Community Banking Week is a special time 

at FNB of Steeleville.  We place an ad in area 

newspapers inviting everyone to join us for 

refreshments, giveaways and to register for a 

drawing.  We have separate drawings at each 

location and a grand prize drawing for all 

locations combined.  In 2007, we gave away 

gardening supplies, fishing gear and a beau-

tiful yard swing.  This year, we gave away 

charcoal BBQ grills at each location and the 

grand prize was a gas grill. (Exhibit 07.) 

RESULTS:  We received 851 drawing slips during 

Community Banking Week in 2008, and a lot of good customer comments about demonstrat-

ing the importance of “community banking.” 

Supporting Health Care

Sparta Community Hospital (SCH) is a health care facility that serves our en-

tire market area.  Robert Koopman serves on the Health and Wellness Foundation 

Board of Directors.  We have been privileged to have contributed to several im-

Exhibit 07. Steeleville 
Ledger July 11, 2007

Exhibit 06. Steeleville Ledger August 22, 2007
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provements and additions over the 

years. 

    In 2004, we contributed $10,000 

towards the purchase of new hospi-

tal equipment.  (Exhibit 07A)

     On February 25, 2008, we con-

tributed our most recent donation 

check of $1,000 to the SCH and 

Health and Wellness Foundation to 

help with a renovation project that 

began in 2007.  

RESULTS:  This project will update 

all of the inpatient rooms and will result in the privatization of all but four rooms.

     Each year, FNB of Steel-

eville takes part in the SCH 

First Baby of the Year pro-

gram by giving the first baby 

born at SCH a $50 U.S. Sav-

ings Bond.

Supporting Our Public Library

     Bruce Guebert, FNB VP and Cashier, has served for 11 years on the library 

board.  For many years our public library was housed in the Village Hall building.  

When the facility became too small, a new library building was planned and funding 

was made possible by a unique partnering of the schools, village and local commu-

nity.  FNB of Steeleville contributed $1,000 toward the library project.  The doors 

opened in 2007 to our beautiful new Steeleville Area Public Library and it serves 

our communities well.

Exhibit 07A.  Sparta News-Plaindealer

Klay Tiemann, VP, Branch Manager, 
presents a check to Lela Asbury and 
Peter Hertzing at SCH.
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Exhibit 09. County Journal, December 2007

Exhibit 10. Sparta News-Plaindealer 

• Sparta Bluesfest

• Cystic Fibrosis Foundation’s “Pumpkin Pin-Up” 

• Percy’s Community Halloween Party 

• Percy’s National Night Out & Neighborhood Watch 

• Steeleville Cruise Night (Exhibit 08) 

• Women’s Wellness Seminar in Sparta

• Steeleville Community Yard Sale Day (11 years)

• Steeleville’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt

• Community Message Center (618-965-2000)

• Digital Sign - Community Events and Bank News

• Many Benefits and Fund Raisers (Exhibit 09)

• Steeleville Recreation Sponsor

• American Cancer Society

• American Heart Association

• Disabled American Veterans

• March of Dimes

• Randolph County Care Center

• State Trooper’s Lodge 41

• Randolph County Relay for Life

• Sparta Community Chorus

• Sparta Clean Up Day (Spring and Fall)

• MS Society

• Habitat for Humanity - $500 Donation (Exhibit 10)

• United Way

• Sparta Community Hospital Tree Of Hope

• Village of Percy Police K-9 Fund

• American Lung Association

• Salvation Army

• Sparta Chamber of Commerce Home Show

Exhibit 08. Steeleville Ledger July 11, 2007

Ongoing Community Support

The list of our community involvement and support is quite lengthy.  We support many 

programs through our donations and program sponsorships.  Listed here are a few 

other sponsorships and donations in 2007 & 2008.  Many are annual donations:
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Arthur Werre, Jr. Memorial Scholarships

     Our Arthur Werre, Jr. Memorial Scholarships are granted each year in memo-

ry of former Chairman of the Board, Arthur Werre, Jr.  We grant six, one-year, non-

renewable awards in the amount of $1,000 each to two students of Steeleville High 

School, two students of Sparta High School and two students of Trico High School.

     RESULTS:  This scholarship program began in 1991 and FNB of Steeleville has 

been privileged to award $78,000 to qualifying students in the area.  Our 2008 win-

ners will bring the total to $84,000. (Exhibit 11 & 12)

Exhibit 11. (L) Steeleville Ledger Aug. 22, 2007 (R) Sparta News-Plaindealer May 23, 2007

Exhibit 12. County Journal, 
Jan. 10, 2008

SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOLS

     There is no greater way to serve our communities than by supporting our area 

schools.  From sports to club sponsorships, yearbook ads to popcorn bags, FNB of 

Steeleville is an ever-present entity within the school systems in our market areas.          	

     Employees Tom Broeckling, Bruce Guebert and Cindy Dean have each served 

for many years on local school boards.  
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Trico High School Challenge Day Program

This year, we were presented with the chance to help one of our area high schools 

in a unique event—Challenge Day.  Nearly every student and teacher in the school 

attended this day-long event over three consecutive days, which was designed to 

break down barriers and promote school and community environments based on 

understanding, acceptance and love. (Exhibit 13)

     Robert Koopman took an immediate interest in this program and encouraged 

our Board of Directors to contribute $1,000, which ranked our bank in the top five 

contributors to this event.   Still wanting to do more, FNB of Steeleville sent a bank 

officer each day of the three-day event to serve as group facilitators: Jeff Furman, 

CFO, Kenneth Knop, VP 

Lending and Angela Truluck, 

Marketing Officer.

RESULTS:  The impact on 

the school has been remark-

able according to event coor-

dinator, Cheryl Lodge.  The 

students continue to meet 

together to discuss problems 

and keep the message of love 

and acceptance alive in the 

school.

Eighth Grade Leadership Seminar Sponsor

On May 3, 2007, FNB of Steeleville helped sponsor the Eighth Grade Leadership 

Seminar, which was hosted by the Regional Office of Education for Monroe and 

Randolph Counties.  The seminar is designed to encourage, empower, enthuse, and 

educate our 8th grade leaders.  Along with the $100 donation, the bank Marketing 

Officer helped with the event.

Exhibit 13. County Journal 2008

11



Steeleville High School Chalk Walk Sponsor

The Fifth Annual Chalk Walk Festival at Steeleville was in danger of cancella-

tion this year because its annual funding grant was 

discontinued.  Over 500 plus students would have 

felt the impact if funding was not found from area 

merchants.   FNB of Steeleville donated $500 to 

help sponsor the event, which provided high school 

students from Southern Illinois an open forum 

where they can collaborate as a team to produce 

work that is creative, exciting and expressive—in 

chalk, on the parking lot. (Exhibit 14)

Kids Create-An-Ad Contest

As part of our Community Banking Week and Na-

tional Teach Children to Save program this year, 

we held our first-ever Kids Create-An-Ad Contest.   

Second, third and fourth graders were given the chance to create an ad for the bank 

that would be published in the County Journal newspaper. (Exhibit 15.)   RESULTS:  

We worked with area schools to get the contest details to the children, which re-

sulted in 45 entries that were received from kids in 

seven different communities.  The ads were judged 

in grade category and were selected on creativity, 

message content and neatness.  Winners received 

a $100 U.S. Savings Bond and their ad published in 

the newspaper.

Exhibit 15. County 
Journal, March 6, 
2008

2nd Grade Winner

3rd Grade Winner
4th Grade Winner

Exhibit 14. 
Steeleville Ledger, 
April 23, 2008
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School Yearbooks, Clubs, Sports

Year after year, FNB of Steeleville supports our area schools in various sports ac-

tivities ranging from football to trap shooting.  Club sponsorships are just as varied 

with an emphasis on graduation events, yearbooks and academic clubs.   Since 

January 1, 2007, we have donated thousands of dollars in support of:
• Sports - basketball, football, trap shooting, golf, booster clubs

• Basketball 3-point T-shirt Toss
• Stadium banners

• Library needs
• Graduation activities

• Yearbook ads
• FCCLA

• Challenge Day
• Chalk Walk 

• Popcorn bags
• Team Uniforms

FINANCIAL LITERACY IN OUR COMMUNITY
According to the JumpStart Coalition, financial literacy is the ability to use knowl-

edge and skills to manage one’s financial resources effectively for lifetime financial 

security.   FNB of Steeleville has aligned itself with this theory and has taken steps 

for many years to prepare the children in our communities to better understand their 

finances and banking.

HOW TO DO YOUR BANKING
Since 1996, FNB of Steeleville has been supplying Cemark’s HOW TO DO YOUR 
BANKING material to Steeleville, Trico and Sparta High Schools.  The bank spon-
sors this program because we are concerned that the amount of financial training 
young adults receive today has not kept pace with their ability to get and spend 
money.
     HOW TO DO YOUR BANKING is a seven-lesson financial skills course that 
presents practical and applied financial education to students.  They also learn how 
to budget for life after high school.
RESULTS:  Since FNB of Steeleville began the program in 1996, we have reached 
2,325 students through this financial literacy program.  We have approved material 
for 2008.

13



GET SMART ABOUT CREDIT   

In 2007, we took on another financial literacy challenge—CREDIT.  Using the Ameri-

can Bankers Association Education Foundation material, GET SMART ABOUT 

CREDIT, we taught high school students the do’s and 

don’ts of credit.  

     Tom Broeckling, FNB EVP Lending, and Klay Tie-

mann, FNB VP Lending, presented this credit training 

to three classes in the 2007-2008 school year. The 

presentation was well received by the students.  More 

training is being planned in the years to come.   

(Exhibit 16.)

National Teach Children To Save Day

It’s never too early to start teaching children how to 

save money.  That’s why we take part in National 

Teach Children To Save Day at FNB of Steeleville.

     In 2007, we conducted bank tours for first, third, 

and fourth graders from different schools in Steele-

ville. The Sparta staff hosted pre-schoolers on a jour-

ney through banking at our Sparta Banking Center.  

     Each group was taken through the bank to discover 

how the money is handled, how checks are processed and how money is sorted and 

rolled.  The children love to visit the vault and see the stacks of money!

     We ended the tour with a Q&A time and gave them each a treat bag that con-

tained an activity book, pencil, 

crayons and even MONEY!

     RESULTS:  We have scheduled 

over 150 children for tours and 

presentations on April 25-30, 

2008.  This year, we’ve cre-

ated, printed and bound our 

own activity books for each 

child in an attempt to customize 

the material to feature our bank 

and employees. (Exhibit 17.)

Exhibit 16. Sparta News-Plaindealer 
Dec. 12, 2007

Exhibit 17.  Illinois Banker, Aug. 2007
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Bank Officers Teach

Several of our bank officers volunteer on a regular basis in our area high schools in 

an effort to educate students in credit, teach them banking skills and better prepare 

them for life beyond high school.

		  1.  Bruce Guebert, VP, Cashier, volunteers regularly to teach invest-	

		  ment and tax basics to the Consumer Education classes at Steeleville 	

		  High School.  He’s also  a Personal Management instructor for a local 	

		  Boy Scout Troop.

		  2.  Kenneth Kruse, SVP Operations, has taught Consumer Education 	

		  classes, FBLA, “Mock Employment Interviews,” and Student Financial 	

		  Aid Night at Steeleville High School. 

		  3.  Klay Tiemann, VP Branch Manager, in addition to recent credit 		

		  classes, has taught business classes at Sparta High School on how to 	

		  complete credit applications.

		  4.  Janis Wolters, VP Lending, has taught credit 	courses to Business 	

		  Class students at Trico High School.

		  5.  Bruce Uchtman, VP Lending, teaches credit basics to the 

		  Consumer Education classes at Steeleville High School.

Teacher Appreciation Week

Each year, we take out an ad in a local paper to thank our teachers for their time, 

effort and dedication to our children.  Last year’s ad featured a picture from one of 

our tours of a group of third graders in the vault with Bruce Guebert.  You can tell 

by the smiles they think it’s pretty cool in the vault!  (Exhibit 18.)

Exhibit 18. 
County Journal, May 2007
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FNB EMPLOYEES MAKE A DIFFERENCE

     First National Bank of Steeleville has 45 employees and 6 board members.  

Over 60 percent of our employees actively volunteer in our communities with in-

volvement in organizations, clubs, civic groups, church work, and much more.  

We’re proud that our employees care about our communities and strive to make a 

difference with hundreds of volunteer hours each month.

Steeleville Citizen of the Year

On February 12, 2008, our chairman of the 

board, Darl Bollman, was named Steeleville 

Citizen of the Year.  Darl worked at FNB of 

Steeleville for over 50 years and is a former 

Bank President.  Through the years he has 

been actively involved in the Illinois Bankers 

Association, Chamber of Commerce, St. Mark’s 

Church, July 4th Committee, Duck’s Unlimited, 

Steeleville Improvement Association and the 

American Legion. 

      Mr. Bollman was also recognized for 50 

years of bank service by the House of Rep-

resentatives with House Resolution No. 927. 

(Exhibit 19.)
Exhibit 19. Steeleville Ledger, Feb. 20, 2008

Quilting For Hospitals

Employees Diana Schnepel and Dorothy Weaver make quilts to donate to the Neo-

natal Care Unit of St. Francis Hospital.  As members of the It’s So Fun Quilt Club, 

they meet with other club members once a month to work on the quilts and then 

continue to quilt in their homes throughout the month.  

RESULTS:  They set a goal of 300 quilts per year to deliver to hospitals.  
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